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Winter is finally behind us and as usual in Penn-Delco, we are 
moving rapidly into the ever-busy spring season. Our students and 
staff are doing an exceptional job of staying focused on their work 
and continuing a very successful school year. 

I thought it would be a good time to thank all of the individuals 
and groups who volunteer their time on behalf of the students 
of our district. There so many people who give tirelessly their 
time and abilities, which greatly benefit our students and 
staff. Classroom volunteers, mentors, PTA groups and booster 
organizations are all involved on a daily basis in our district and 
contribute to each and every success that we enjoy. I would be 
remiss if I did not acknowledge our outstanding facilities staff for 
their efforts in getting us through the winter season and ensuring 
that our students had a safe environment to come to. Many thanks 
to all for your time and effort on behalf of the School Board. 

Our legislators in Harrisburg will be discussing numerous pieces 
of legislation that will have an impact on school districts. Funding 
issues remain across Pennsylvania, but it is looking like the new 
leadership may set aside more funds for districts in the future.  
The Board and I are hopeful to see these positive changes down 
the road. 

As you read through this newsletter, you will see that we have a 
lot to be proud of.  Award-winning Science projects, top notch 
musical performances, and outstanding athletic achievements, just 
to name a few. I am so pleased to see the successes of our students 
every day. I encourage you to check out our website, Facebook 
page and twitter handle to share in the Penn-Delco pride!

On behalf of the Board of School Directors, I invite you to attend 
one of our upcoming school board meetings, the last Wednesday 
of every month, to hear about the many 
great things happening in Penn-Delco. 

Sincerely, 
Mr. Kevin Tinsley
President
Board of School Directors
 

A Note from the School Board President

Springtime Greetings to everyone in the Penn-Delco 
Community! Thank you for taking the time to read 
through the latest edition of The Penn-Delco Connection. 
You might note that it has a crisp, fresh and colorful look 
that does justice to the district’s regular commitment to 
excellence. Also, keep an eye out for a dramatic update to 
our district website that is in the works and forthcoming. 
Your district website will evolve to be even more user-
friendly and serve to put important information at your 
fingertips in a moment’s notice. Importantly, we are 
moving to a platform that will provide much-improved 
access to the website for those using mobile devices, 
such as tablets and cellphones. With the district portfolio 
of print communications such as this newsletters, our 
websites and our social media posts on Facebook and 
Twitter, we hope you will always have ready access to 
important news and information on all things Penn-Delco. 

One of the key points I make to new hires coming to 
Penn-Delco is that the district is blessed with “great kids 
from great families.” It is a point that I always make and 
rightfully so. I am uplifted following visits to our schools 
– having the opportunity to interact with the students in 
our six schools reminds me that we open our doors to 
wonderful students who make the future seem brighter. 
Our staff is able to accomplish more of what they hope to 
do when they can work with students who are typically 
respectful, courteous, considerate and personable. Schools 
primarily filled with students of this type speak to an 
effective school/home partnership: it is clear that parents 
and guardians as well as district staff are working to 
ensure that character counts. 

In Penn-Delco, nearly all of our schools have received 
awards and acknowledgements for their effective 
character-building and student-support programs that 
are in place. Coebourn Elementary was recently named 
a 2015 PA School of Character, and Sun Valley High 
School was honored with a designation as a Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and Support model school. 
Awards such as those are a testament to the value we 
place on respectful school environments. Still, manners 
and responsible behavior are instilled from the work 
parents are doing in the home. We count on parents and 
guardians to continually monitor their child’s behaviors 
and peer activities. Children today will fight oversight, but 
now more than ever, they want adults to help them honor 
boundaries. I encourage you to check your child’s social 
media accounts and monitor the content they see on 

television and the internet. Remind them that what gets 
posted online never really goes away. Pay attention to who 
your child socializes with. Remind them of what your  
expectations are and reiterate your hopes and aspirations 
for them. Ask for specific details to questions about your 
childs interests, uses of their time, and social events. Your 
guidance, paired with high expectations and award winning 
character education programs in our schools supports our 
continued work with “great kids from great families”. 

Sincerely,
Dr. George Steinhoff
Superintendent of Schools 



Excellence in Academics

Sun Valley Hosts Night of Science
Science Fair Winners Compete at County Level

Sun Valley hosted an exciting night full of Science! The event was 
open to the public and included visits to the new greenhouse and 
planetarium, interaction with robots and a display of the 9th Grade 
Science Fair projects. For the Science fair, students were required to 
hypothesize about a problem or question, design an experiment and 
draw conclusions. What they decided to explore was completely up to 
them. Under the guidance of Mr. Chris Sikich, Ms. Adria Bondanza 
and Mr. William Stull, students began their research in November and 
prepared their displays for the February 4 fair. Representatives from 
Boeing, the community and Penn-Delco administration reviewed the 
projects and selected the top finalists to go on to compete in the Delaware 
Valley Science Fair (DVSF) at the Delaware County Intermediate 
Unit on March 9. This is the fourth year that Sun Valley students have 
participated in the DVSF. The fair is a vehicle for stimulating interest 
in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) among 
high school students in the tri-state area. The philosophy behind the fair 
is students learn Science by doing Science. Sun Valley had 10 winners at 
the county-level competition. The finalists who competed at the county 
level, along with their experiments are listed below.

Individual Projects
#1 - How Do Pesticides Affect Plant Growth? - James Leo
#2 - Divergence from Conformist - Jordan Slaughter
#3 - Will pH Affect the Life Span of a Goldfish? - Ben Lehrberger
Group Projects
#1 - How Does the Cooling of Fudge Affect the Rate of Growing Crystals? - 

Ben Kunze and Emma Sierdzinski
#2 - Effect of Weight on Running - Justin Balchiunas, Justin Kelly, and Tom 

Geveke
#3 - How Does the Temperature of a Tennis Ball Affect the Height of the 

Bounce? - Christina Villano and Katrina Gines
The Delaware County Science Fair Winners
1st Place for Microbiology: Rachel Foster
2nd Place for Zoology: Benjamin Lehrberger
2nd Place for Botany: James Leo 

Sun Valley sophomore Emily Simpson’s 
bioenergy infographic entitled “Science and 
Technology: Sustainable Transportation Fuels” 
won the BioenergizeME Virtual Science Fair 
Social Media Challenge held by the Department 
of Energy. In winning this, Emily and her social 
media team of sophomores, Ryan Schmidt 
and Jenna Buonopane, amassed the highest 
number of likes, shares and page views for this 
infographic. Sun Valley was well-represented 
in this competition with many Honors Biology 
students participating. 

As the winner, Emily’s infographic will be 
promoted on the National Department of Energy 
website and she will be recognized at a national 
event. She also received a letter from the director 
of the Department of Energy.  

Emily’s infographic can be viewed at this link: 
http://energy.gov/eere/bioenergy/bioenergizeme-
virtual-science-fair-science-technology-
sustainable-transportation

Sun Valley Students Win 
National Department of 
Energy Virtual Science Fair

Mrs. Lindsey’s first graders at Pennell 
Elementary celebrated their achievements in 
writing by hosting a poetry reading. The students 
were excited to share their work with their 
parents and the community! Students in the class 
actually swept 1st, 2nd and 3rd place awards in 
the poetry division of the GFWC Woman’s Club 
of Aston Writing Contest this year!

Pennell Elementary Celebrates 
Writing Achievements

*Justin Balchiunas, Thomas Geveke, Katrina Gines-Zedan, Justin Kelly, Ben 
Kunze, Emma Sierdzinski and Christina Villano recieved honorable mentions.
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Sun Valley High School’s Hi-Q team triumphed in the match 
against Springfield and Upper Darby on Feb. 4, moving them 
on to the semi-finals, slated for Feb. 24 and 26. Receiving their 

highest score to date, the SV team also celebrates their first time making 
the playoffs in Sun Valley history. The history-making team includes 
Zoe Rogers, Jayna Suter, Veronica Siko, Caitlin Campbell, Artricia 
Nou, Erik Flickinger, George Popov, Michael Costigan, Grace Coleman 
and Nick Garvey and is led by Sun Valley teacher, Mr. William Stull. 

The competitors gathered at Springfield High School and delivered a 
close game between the teams. After some standard questions, missed 
questions, toss-up questions and bonus points, Sun Valley prevailed 
in the end. The team finished with 57, Springfield with 40 and Upper 
Darby with 31. “None of us were looking at the scoreboard,” Nick 
Garvey said, “Our highlight of the night was realizing we beat our 
previous best, 51 points, from earlier this season.” 

Garvey knows he is a part of a special team. He and his teammates are 
masters of the ‘Current Events’ category, expressing it is their favorite 
subject in the competition. Each of the ten team members prepare by 
studying and pulling out key facts for each topic, making study guides 
and using the Quizlet app to their advantage. They divide the subjects 
amongst themselves, using their time together as a basis of figuring 
out which team member will conquer which subjects. “Spending 
time during meetings before the matches has made it easier for us to 
communicate,” fellow teammate, Jayna Suter said. “We know how each 
other think.”

Suter stated, “Being a part of Hi-Q is a fun way to use the knowledge 
we learn and make friends.” However, at the end of this academic year, 
two important team members will be leaving Sun Valley: Team Captain 
Veronica Siko and Faculty Advisor Mr. William Stull. Siko, a senior, 
has been a part of the Hi-Q team since her freshman year. She hoped 
to go as far as they could during her and Stull’s last year on the team. 

Sun Valley’s Hi-Q Team 
Makes Playoffs and History

“Everyone is going to do just great!” Siko says 
about the future of the team.  Her parting words 
are, “Recruit freshmen.” 

Delco Hi-Q is made up of 21 participating 
Delaware County high schools and is co-
sponsored by the Delaware County Intermediate 
Unit and Franklin Mint Federal Credit Union.  
Each school goes head-to-head in three matches 
with 14 subjects and those who score in the top 
seven move on to finals. It may seem like a huge 
commitment, but these students were in it to win 
with a total of 147 points taking them into their 
first semifinal match in Sun Valley history. 

By: Quina Ahmad, Communications Intern

The Sun Valley Debate Team had a big win at 
the District competition on Feb. 5! Sophomore 
Artricia Nou came in 2nd place overall in 
the JV Lincoln-Douglas Debate tournament. 
This is her first year on the debate team. 
Congratulations Artricia!

Sophomore Ranks 2nd 
in JV Lincoln-Douglas Debate

Continued on page 6
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Northley Middle School welcomed 
former NFL player and New York 
Times best-selling author Tim Green 

on Feb. 5, 2015. Students had the opportunity 
to meet Green and have a copy of his book, 
Unstoppable (2012), signed. Later, the students 
gathered in the gymnasium to receive an 
exciting, informative speech from Green. As 
part of the “One School, One Book” initiative, 
Northley assigned Unstoppable as the students’ 
summer read. 

Many students were overjoyed they were 
meeting a “famous” football player. While 
he played for the Atlanta Falcons (retiring in 
1994), his passion for academics and writing 
grew. Green set his sights for reaching a young 
audience through novels which take place in 
a world of sports. With 15 middle school-age 
appropriate books under his belt, he visits 
schools across the United States and speaks 
about the significance of receiving an education 
and building character, as well as the benefits 
and pleasures of reading. 

Green’s Unstoppable follows foster child, 
Harrison, who bounces from foster home to 
foster home until he lands in a warm home 
with loving parents. His new father is a football 
coach. Learning from the best in addition to 
his physique and willpower contribute to his 
success as a star running back on the junior 
high school team. After an injury is discovered, 
he receives some life-threatening health news 
which challenges his determination. However, 
his determination is what conquers in the end; 
it proved to be the part of the novel which 

Unstoppable Author visits 
Northley Middle School
By: Quina Ahmad, Communications Intern

resonated with most of the students. 
Chiara Robinson, grade 6, stated, “I liked 
learning about the character’s football goals 
even after his unexpected loss. It shows that 
you can overcome anything, even though 
he thought it was the worst thing that could 
happen.” 

Seventh grader, Emma Mansfield had a 
similar take on the story, “You learn even 
people with disabilities can rise above and 
become a better person than before. It can 
make you stronger rather than weaker.” 

The students’ excitement showed on their 
faces. They seemed to be both inspired and 
proud NMS was able to have Green in their 
school and they were able to have read his 
book. 

Seventh grader, Michael DiFurio, walked 
away a little more motivated saying, “The 
message is no matter what happens, you can 
do anything.” 

During the assembly, Green spoke about the 
importance of education, his love for books, 
football and mostly his love for his family. 
He encouraged Northley students to be kind 
to everyone, reach out to those who need a 
friend and cherish the people closest to you. 
Green also read the first chapter of his newest 
book, New Kid, to the crowd. His overall 
message conveyed his belief that success is 
measured by your character, not by any fame 
or fortune you might achieve. 

Northley students and faculty were thrilled 
with the opportunity to meet and hear Tim 
Green. It was a fun day and an incredible 
opportunity for all.

“I liked 
learning 

about the 
character’s 

football 
goals even 

after his 
unexpected 
loss. It shows 
that you can 

overcome 
anything, 

even though 
he thought 
it was the 

worst thing 
that could 
happen.” 

~ Chiara 
Robinson, 

Grade 6, on 
Unstoppable
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district highlights

Penn-Delco School District is pleased to announce that Character.org, a 
national advocate and leader for the character education movement in 
collaboration with De Sales University, named Coebourn Elementary 

School a 2015 Pennsylvania School of Character. The program recognized 
Coebourn as a school that has demonstrated its use of character development 
to drive a positive impact on academics, student behavior and Coebourn’s 
climate.
 
Coebourn Elementary is one of only ten schools in Pennsylvania to receive 
the honor this year. They will hold this honor for three years and will receive 
a banner during a school celebration from state sponsors. Aston Elementary 
was named a School of Character in 2009 as was Pennell Elementary in 
2012. Coebourn is now eligible to be considered for the National School of 
Character recognition. 
 
The Schools of Character application process is an opportunity for schools and 
districts to receive thoughtful feedback for growth and excellence in the area 
of character development through Character.org’s 11 Principles of Effective 
Character Education framework. It is also a method of recognizing exemplary 
schools and districts in the nation.

Since its inception, Character.org has awarded more than 500 schools with 
the distinction of State School of Character. Criteria for the designation are 
based on Character.org’s 11 Principles of Effective Character Education, which 
includes providing students with opportunities for moral action, fostering 
shared leadership and engaging families and communities as partners in 
character-building efforts. 

“Utilizing components of character education is a large part of our student and 
staff’s daily routines,” said Mr. Eric Kuminka, Principal at Coebourn. “The 
core values of Respect, Responsibility and Readiness to learn are essential 
to our work to develop the whole child. We are grateful for the Character 
Education Partnership Program and Dr. Amore from De Sales University 
for their efforts to create a state and national discussion on the importance 
of character in education. We are eager to carry this distinction for years to 
come and are hopeful our example will lead other schools in Pennsylvania to 
participate in this program in order to enhance students’ lives statewide.”

Founded in 1993, Character.org, is a national nonprofit based in Washington, 
D.C. It works with schools and districts to inspire, educate and empower 
young people to be ethical and engaged citizens. It is led by education leaders 
who are dedicated to youth learning how to be both smart and good through 
the advancement of quality character development in all schools. The impact 
of this is seen through improved academic achievement, decline in behavioral 
problems such as truancy and an increase in an overall positive school climate. 
Visit www.character.org to learn more about the National Forum and the 
Schools of Character program.

Coebourn Elementary Named 
2015 Pennsylvania School of Character

During the second half, 
Haverford began to pull 
away from the pack, but 
Sun Valley gave a valiant 
effort and held their own. 
The final scores: Sun Valley 
with 36 points, Haverford 
with 50 and Delaware 
County Christian Academy 
with 28. Although Sun 
Valley does not advance, 
making it to the semifinals 
is a major accomplishment.

“This is certainly a high 
note of my career,” stated 
Mr. Stull as he addressed 
the Penn-Delco Board of 
School Directors during the 
February meeting. “This is 
truly an interesting group 
of students, and I couldn’t 
have asked for a better way 
to end my final season. 
I’m very proud of their 
achievement.”  

The Hi-Q team was 
recognized during the 
February board meeting 
where they received 
certificates from Board 
President, Mr. Kevin 
Tinsley and Penn-Delco 
Superintendent of Schools, 
Dr. George Steinhoff.  Dr. 
Steinhoff thanked Mr. 
Stull for his many years of 
service to Penn-Delco. ■

Hi-Q Continued 
from page 4
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On Monday, Jan. 5, Penn-Delco held 
a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony to 
celebrate the opening of the brand new 

Coebourn Elementary School. The Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony marked the conclusion of 
a 19 million dollar new building project that 
took place over the last 18 months. Members 
of the Board of School Directors and various 
community leaders were in attendance to mark 
this special moment in Penn-Delco history, 
including State Senator Dominic Pileggi and 
State Representative Joe Hackett, both of 
whom shared congratulatory remarks. Family 
descendants of the school’s namesake, Thomas 
Coebourn, Brookhaven Council members and 
Mayor Mike Hess were also in attendance to 
participate in the special day. The Sun Valley 
JROTC color guard led the pledge and the 
Chamber Choir provided a nice interlude 
performance of the song “Home.” As the lyrics 
“I’m gonna make this place your home” were 
sung, the audience could not help but gush at 
the thought that this incredible school is finally 
complete and will be “home” to their students 
and many more to come throughout the years.  

“Coebourn Elementary is committed to actively 
developing the whole child: academically, 
socially, emotionally and behaviorally,” stated 
Coebourn Principal, Mr. Eric Kuminka. “This 
new and impressively designed school will 
certainly aid us in that commitment as we 
continue to be a school community that strives 
for excellence in our children’s education and 
future.”

Since the new school is representative of so 
many amazing people, three ribbons were 
cut to represent the deep rooted history of the 
school, the present and the future. Cutting the 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Held 
for Coebourn Elementary School
Students Begin Classes at New School 

first ribbon was Mr. George Cobourn, a descendent of the school’s 
namesake, Thomas Coebourn whose lineage settled in the Brookhaven 
area in the late 1600s. Superintendent of Schools, Dr. George Steinhoff 
and School Board President Mr. Kevin Tinsley cut the second ribbon 
and members of the Coebourn Student Council cut the third and final 
ribbon.  At the conclusion of the program, guests were able to tour the 
new facility. 

“The Ribbon Cutting was quite an event,” stated Dr. Steinhoff, “The 
Brookhaven Community, as well as the Penn-Delco Family, has reason 
to be proud of our commitment to education…as the new school so 
amply and tangibly represents.”

The old Coebourn Elementary was demolished in the summer of 2013, 
and made way for construction crews to begin building the new state of 
the art school from the ground up. The new 65,000 square foot school 
is now complete and has the latest designs that are best practices to 
ensure a safe learning environment. The entire school and grounds is 
handicap accessible to ensure all students can make Coebourn their 
home. Specially designed doorways, elevators and playground provide 
every child with equal opportunity. The new building is energy efficient, 
LEED-Certified and includes high-quality energy efficient lighting 
and an HVAC system powered by geothermal energy. The new school 
includes state of the art technology with upgraded white boards to 
coordinate with interactive projectors that can be simply manipulated 
by a swipe of a finger. Additional features include 30 state-of-the art 
classrooms, a full-size gym with wooden floors, secure entryway, 
second floor hallway monitors to let in natural light, built-in reading 
nooks, custom terrazzo entrance, new professional office and nurse suite 
and new playground equipment. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 6, 365 Coebourn Elementary students began classes 
in their brand new school. The Coebourn staff worked hard to prepare 
for their arrival. When students arrived, they were elated to see their 
new classrooms, cafeteria and full-size gym! They were amazed at how 
different the building was and all of the space and new equipment they 
had. So much thought went into every detail of the project to ensure that 
Coebourn students would have the best facility to enrich their learning 
experience. The new school is top-notch and will serve the students and 
community of Coebourn well for many years.  

During the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, Mr. Kuminka stated, “On behalf 
of the entire Coebourn school community, I would like to extend our 
deepest gratitude to all the key players that have made the construction 
of this new school facility possible. This school is a place I will be 
honored and proud to be principal. This school is truly what the 
students, parents and staff deserve.”
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Technology in the classroom has come a 
long way since the days of Oregon Trail 
and typing class. Today, classes can take a 

virtual field trip across the world, work out math 
problems on an iPad and conduct guided reading 
on a Kindle. 

With educational technology on the rise, Penn-
Delco decided to embrace the trend and invest 
in more technology to enhance the learning 
experience across all grade levels. With the 1:1 
laptop initiative at Sun Valley, new interactive 
projectors and whiteboards installed at Aston, 
Coebourn and Northley, new laptop and iPad 
carts at Parkside and all new student computers 
at Pennell, it is clear that technology is a priority 
at Penn-Delco.
  
To compliment this commitment to technology, 
a new Instructional Technology Coach position 
was created. The purpose of the position is to 
have someone on staff to support teachers in 
learning and understanding new technologies so 
that they can effectively utilize them to enhance 
curriculum. 

Former Penn-Delco teachers Mrs. Nicole 
Armbruster and Mr. Jeff Deckman were up for 
the challenge.  

“Coming from the classroom, we are able 
to envision how certain applications and 
technologies can be successful in a lesson 
based on our personal teaching experience and 
familiarity with the curriculum,” Armbruster 
said, “It also has allowed us to relate to 
the teachers we are assisting and they feel 
comfortable coming to us with any questions.”  
Armbruster, a former Science teacher at Northley, 
and Deckman, a former Science teacher at Sun 
Valley, aim to assist Penn-Delco teachers with 
integrating technology into teaching and learning 
in a variety of ways.

“We hold monthly trainings at every school 
building for the entire teaching staff,” Armbruster 
said. “Teachers can also schedule individual 
and small group meetings and we can plan with 
them in advance to prepare for a lesson using 
technology as well as be there as support during 
the actual lesson.” 

Additionally, the coaches act as troubleshooters, 
offering feedback and analysis of technology 

New Instructional Technology 
Coaches Support District’s 
Investment in Tech“Coming from 

the classroom, 
we are able 
to envision 

how certain 
applications 

and 
technologies 

can be 
successful 
in a lesson 
based on 

our personal 
teaching 

experience 
and familiarity 

with the 
curriculum.

~Nicole 
Armbruster 

“There is a way 
that we used 
to do it and it 
worked, but 
now, there is 
probably a 
better way 
that can 

offer more 
and be more 
efficient using 
technology.” 

~Jeff 
Deckman

use and suggestions for expansion. They assist with 
questions, concerns or problems with software, web 
resources or apps and explore advanced features 
of technology resources teachers currently use. 
They also provide tools and tips for organizing data 
associated with student learning objectives (SLOs).

“School districts make mistakes when they invest 
in technology and neglect the people part of it,” Dr. 
George Steinhoff, Superintendent of Schools stated. 
“Penn-Delco won’t make that mistake. Purchasing 
computers and other forms of technology without 
providing support and training for those who will use 
it risks making the purchase less effective. Nicole 
and Jeff help ensure that all of our teachers can keep 
up with the rapid changes in educational technology 
that they are continually faced with. Parents of 
students in Penn-Delco want their children to make 
meaningful use of technology, not just use it for skill 
prep. Both Nicole and Jeff and working with teachers 
to help meet that aim.”

To ensure they are keeping up with the latest 
tech trends, Armbruster and Deckman attend 
conferences throughout the year to gather new intel 
on technology use in education. They send a monthly 
newsletter to teachers outlining tips as well as some 
recommended apps and technology best practices. 
 
Armbruster and Deckman see themselves as 
“technology ambassadors,” bridging the gap between 
buildings and encouraging teachers to learn from 
what their peers are using across the district. They 
realize some teachers may have a preconceived 
notion of how technology can play a part in their 
classroom and hope they can enlighten some to new 
possibilities.  

Each of us has a comfort zone with technology,” 
Deckman said. “We look for that opportunity to help 
others step outside of their comfort zone and see the 
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“School districts make mistakes 
when they invest in technology and 
neglect the people part of it. Penn-

Delco won’t make that mistake.” 
~Dr. George Steinhoff

possibilities with technology. We want them to go to the 
next level with technology.” 

Deckman and Armbruster also hope to aid with the 
utilization of the “newest thing” that teachers have seen 
or heard others use. 

“Teachers can let us know what they are interested 
in, but felt they never had the time to explore,” said 
Armbruster. “They don’t have to spend hours trying 
to figure it out. We do the backend research, learn the 
technology and present it in a comprehensive way that 
empowers them to use it.”   

Some of the software they recommend includes apps 
such as Google Apps for Education and SplashTop. 
SplashTop allows teachers to remotely access their 
computer from anywhere in the room using an iPad. 
This enables them to hand the devise off for student 
participation and have the mobility to give a student 
extra attention while continuing to keep the lesson 
moving forward. 

Google Forms, Flubaroo and Plicker are all programs 
and apps that allow teachers to receive real-time data 
on student performance. Teachers can use iMovie for 
presentations, blog software to encourage classroom 
sharing and Kahoot, a game-based classroom response 
system where teachers can create and play quizzes, 
discussions and surveys using any device with a web 
browser.

“There is a way that we used to do it and it worked, but 
now, there is probably a better way that can offer more 
and be more efficient using technology,” Deckman said. 

Penn-Delco is clearly on the forefront of providing its 
teachers with the technological support to encourage 
a forward thinking learning environment. In an era 
where technology is such a large part of society, the 
value of exposure to such a variety of technology 
in the classroom beginning in elementary school is 
immense. Armbruster and Deckman think their work 
will encourage Penn-Delco students to be good digital 
citizens for the 21st century and help prepare them for 
those jobs in technology that may not even exist yet.  

“Technology continues to impact education in new 
ways every year,” said Deckman. “It’s very rare you 
see a textbook at the high school anymore. Having our 
teachers working with technology in the classroom on a 
regular basis will only prepare our students to be more 
open and responsive to the many changes in technology 
yet to come.” ■ 

Elementary Students Raise Over $25,000 
for the American Heart Association During 
Jump Rope for Heart Events
Throughout the month of February, Penn-Delco elementary students 
at Aston, Coebourn, Parkside and Pennell participated in jump-a-
thons as part of the annual awareness campaign, Jump Rope for 
Heart. Under the leadership of Physical Education teachers Mrs. 
Sandra Johnston and Mr. John Clark, students jumped all over heart 
disease and stroke by participating in a variety of seven different 
heart pumping stations, including cruising through a heart maze on 
a scooter, individual jump rope tricks and skills, hula hooping, rope 
climbing and yoga. During the events, students received a healthy 
snack and shared what being heart healthy means to them. The 
event is a good representation of how students have been learning 
and exploring different ways to keep their hearts healthy through 
good nutrition and exercise. Leading up to the events, each school 
collected funds to combine and donate to the American Heart 
Association. This year, Penn-Delco elementary schools will present 
a check for $25,100 to the American Heart Association. The Penn-
Delco elementary students have raised more than $91,000 for the 
American Heart Association since starting this program four years 
ago. 



Parkside Elementary second grade students 
and their teachers hosted the annual Valentine 
Lolligram Fundraiser for the American 
Cancer Society. Students at Parkside had 
the opportunity to purchase heartwarming 
Valentine messages for family and friends. 
The lolligram sales took place at school during 
lunches and were distributed to classrooms on 
Friday, Feb. 13. This was a lesson in charity 
and economy for second grade students who 
had the opportunity to experience real world 
skills such as selling lolligrams, counting 
money, organizing lolligrams for distribution 
to classes and assisting younger students with 
writing messages. 

Parkside Elementary students collected loose change over the past 
couple months as part of their Change for CHOP initiative. Their goal 
was to raise $750 for the children’s hospital. They exceeded their 
goal by nearly $100 bringing in $840.54!! Fifth grade teacher Mr. 
Washinko promised the students if they reached their goal, he would 
shave his head! The class that brought in the most change even got to 
play a special role in the event! Mr. Washinko’s very own 5th grade 
class won the challenge and had the opportunity to give their teacher 
his new makeover. Way to go Parkside and Mr. Washinko!

Annual Valentine Lolligram 
Fundraiser at Parkside

Aston in Action Night was another success this year! They had over 
150 families participate! Aston in Action Night is a night filled with 
physical fitness, community partnerships and, of course, a dance-
off with a surprise teacher act. Students rotate through a variety of 
stations such as Zumba, Yoga, Karate and healthy snack-making. 
Promoting physical activity and wellness through family involvement 
was the mission! Mission accomplished! Great job Aston Elementary!

Aston in Action Night

Change for CHOP

Congratulations to Northley Spelling Bee 
Champion Tommy Christaldi (8th grade) and 
to runner-up Christian Parker (8th grade)! The 
competition was held at Northley on Friday, 
Feb. 20 and lasted 15 rounds! Tommy clinched 
the competition by correctly spelling the 
word “epicurean.” Both Tommy and Christian 
went on to represent Northley at the Scripps 
Delaware County Spelling Bee Saturday, Feb. 
21 where Tommy finished in 5th place out of 
24 contestants from around the county!

Spelling Bee Champions
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Students at Aston Elementary recently found 
out what it is like to train like the Phillies! 
Representatives from the Phillies training staff 
visited Aston to show fifth graders how fun 
“Phitness” can be. Students took part in the 
workout program, sponsored by the Phillies 
organization and Nova Care, which educates 
children about steps they can take now to ensure 
a healthy future. They learned the importance of 
being active through both exercise and activities 
they do every day, as well as the importance 
of making smart food choices. Many students 
sported their Phillies gear as they worked side by 
side with the trainers. It was certainly an exciting 
experience for the students! Aston Elementary 
was selected based on essays that the students 
submitted with the help of Physical Education 
teacher, Sandra Johnston. The essays expressed 
their commitment to healthy living and exercise 
and of course, their love for the Phillies!

Students celebrated the 100th day of school on Feb. 4, 2015! 
At Pennell, kindergarten worked with their 5th grade buddies 
to make counting necklaces out of cereal, 2nd graders 
dressed up to look 100 years old and others celebrated with 
fun hats and arts and crafts! Happy 100th day!

Students Celebrate 100 Days of Learning Training like the Phillies

Congratulations to the Northley Science Olympiad Team on 
their outstanding performance during last week’s Regional 
Science Olympiad Competition held at Neumann University. 
The team competed against hundreds of students and placed in 
the top ten in four events.

Rayming Liu (8th grade) and Ryan Costigan (8th grade) placed 
4th in the Elastic Air Glider event.

Devin Widmaier (7th grade) and Levi Das (6th grade) placed 4th 
in the Wheeled Vehicle event

Dylan Hermann (6th grade) and Randy Park (6th grade) placed 
6th in the Air Trajectory event.

Connor McDermond (8th grade) and Jay Liu (7th grade) placed 
10th in the Meteorology event.

Northley Science Olympaid Team 
Competes at Neumann University



Excellence in Athletics
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Wrestling: Elliott’s Medal 
a First at Sun Valley

Congratulations to the Sun Valley Ultimate Frisbee Champions! 
The team of Ryan Burton, Tyler Bienkowski, Michale Belgiorno, 
Alyssa Scheivert, Vin tumolo, Jared Korenkiewicz, Rob Dukes, 
Michael Costigan, J.T. Osher, Oneil Salik, Liz Boccella, Stephanie 
Chattin and Sami Loftus defeated 7 other in the single elimination 
tournament. On Feb. 26, the 13 team members along with their 
coaches, Mr. Baldys and Mr. McCormick, were recognized during an 
awards ceremony. League Commissioner, Mr. Stull presented each 
member with a certificate and trophy.

Sun Valley Ultimate Frisbee Champions

Northley Middle School girls swim team 
finished the season undefeated for the first 
time in school history! The 7th grade girls 
broke 10 of 11 team records, with swimmer 
Emma Atkinson involved in 9 of the 10. 
Keeley Durkin took the record for the 50 
breaststroke and the team of Madison Mazon, 
Keeley Durkin, Emma Atkinson and Samantha 
Hocker, broke the 200 Medley relay for the 
second time this year! 

NMS Girls Swim Team Finish 
Season Undefeated

Sun Valley senior wrestler Alex Elliott won the 160lb gold medal at the 
District 1 Wrestling Championships! He is the first District Champion 
for Sun Valley since 1987!

Sun Valley finished 6th overall in the 20 team field. Elliott led a group 
of four wrestlers to the PIAA Southeast Regional Championships at 
Oxford HS on Saturday, Feb. 28 – 3rd place—senior Steve Okoorian, 
170 lbs; 3rd Place—sophomore Christian Bateman, 138 lbs; 4th place—
senior Sean Donahue, 132 lbs. The top five finishers at regionals moved 
on to the PIAA AAA Championships at the Giant Center in Hershey PA, 
March 5-7. 

Elliott gave a medal-winning performance at the PIAA Class AAA State 
Tournament on March 7. Alex is the first wrestler in Sun Valley history 
to medal at the State level! Such an amazing accomplishment! Alex 
finished in 8th place overall and earned a spot on the podium. What a 
memorable ending to an outstanding season!
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The Sun Valley Lady Vanguards capped off a magical season with a 
57-52 victory over #4 seed Lower Moreland in the District 1 AAA 
quarterfinals. Madison Corrento had a career high 24 points to lead the 
team. The senior guard knocked down second and third quarter buzzer 
beaters and was perfect from the foul line down the stretch. Sophomore 
Katie Lannon scored 21 points and senior point guard Brooke Duncan’s 
free throws sealed the victory!

The girls loss to #1 Gwynedd Mercy in the semi-finals and #3 
Merion Mercy in the state qualifier ended a terrific 17-win season.
Congratulations to the girls for an exciting season.

Girls’ Basketball Makes it to District Semi-Finals

Sun Valley Trio Qualify for Districts

Sun Valley had three boys’ swimmers qualify for the District 1 AA 
Championships held at LaSalle University: Brendan Skwirut (100 
Butterfly and 500 freestyle), Grant Michaels (200 Individual Medley) 
and Justin Lawler (50 Freestyle). Michaels finished in the top 10 and 
Skwirut was top 15 in the butterfly. Congratulations to the swimmers 
and coach Al Cushman.

Sophomore, Katie Lannon was selected for 
All Ches-Mont 1st Team for the second 
year in a row.

Sun Valley high jumper, Derrick Stephenson’s 
victory at the Delco Indoors earned him a trip 
to the 2015 Indoor Track and Field “Meet of 
Champions” at Lehigh University.  Stephenson 
is a school record holder in the high jump an
is an indoor sprinter. 

Stephenson Leaps into the 
Meet of Champions



Excellence in Arts

Lauren Longhi represented the Penn-Delco School District at the 
PMEA Region Choral Festival from Feb. 26-28 at Marple Newtown 
High School. She was selected through an audition process to attend 
this festival and auditioned at this festival for the elite PMEA All State 
Choir. Congratulations to Lauren Longhi for being selected into the elite 
PMEA All State Choir! Lauren will be representing Sun Valley at the 
festival from March 25 to 28 in Hershey, PA. She is one of 14 sopranos 
to be selected to participate from our region. 

Sun Valley Senior Selected for Prestigious 
All-State Choir

On Jan. 30, Northley 
Middle School hosted 
the Southern Delaware 
County Middle School 
Concert Band, a group 
comprised of the most 
talented musicians from 
middle schools across 
the county.  

Students rehearsed 
for three Saturdays 
preparing for the 
concert; learning some 
challenging and intricate 
music pieces.  Twelve 
Northley students were 
selected to participate in 
this exciting opportunity.   
Congratulations to our 
talented musicians!

Northley 
Hosts Fellow 
Musicians Congratulations to our outstanding Sun Valley Photography 

students on being chosen by the Philadelphia Arts Education 
Partnership (PAEP) as Scholastic Young Artist, Silver Key (2nd 
Place) and Honorable Mention awardees. This year the PAEP 
received over 1,300 entries and 18 Sun Valley photography 
students of the 23 who entered received awards, some more 
than one. The work was judged among that of the counties of 
Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia. An 
awards ceremony and reception for the Silver Key winners 
took place on Saturday, March 7 at the University of the Arts in 
Philadelphia. 

Sun Valley Photography Students Win 
Scholastic Young Artist Awards

Honorable Mention Winners
Mary Boyle
Cyreena Bowman
Ilabelle Glatts
Angela Leo
Erin McCormick 
Orlivia Mongrandi-2
Nicholas Olshefski 
Crystal Phillips- 4
Nena Rapposelli- 3
Samantha Salvitti
Natalie Shapansky
Sydnie Vickers- 2

Silver Key Winners
Brenda Carrow- 2 Silver Keys  
Alyssa Certo- Silver Key and 3 
Honorable Mentions 
Brooke Duplicki – 2 Silver Keys
Erin McCormick- Silver Key 
and Honorable Mention
Ellie Park- Silver Key and 
Honorable Mention
Allie Warrington- Silver Key
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Christian Parker, Ryan Costigan, Levi 
Das, Michael DiFurio, Jake Peterson, 
Emma Mansfield, Billy Dykes, Ryan 
Cornog, Ruby Bonilla, Molly Thuer, 
Abigail Das, Esther Patrun



Artists in the kindergarten and multiple 
disabilities and autistic support class at 
Pennell Elementary explored different types of 
lines with crayon and color by painting with 
watercolor. Kindergarteners also practiced their 
cutting, arranging and gluing skills.

Artists in 3rd grade 
at Parkside and 
Pennell learned 
about the art of the 
Australian Aboriginal 
people. They chose 
animals found in 
SE Pennsylvania 
and picked colors 
that would represent 
our land to make 
these wonderful dot 
art paintings using 
tempera and qtips!

Elementary Art Corner

Aston and Coebourn 1st graders explored how 
artists use “texture.” White paint was stamped 
on using a sponge which gave the bears their 
furry texture. Once the paint was dry, details 
were drawn on using oil pastels. Each one of 
the bears was drawn wearing a different scarf 
with different colors and patterns, and each 
one of the bears ended up with a different 
personality. But, all of them came out as cute 
as can be!

The 5th graders at Aston and 
Coebourn have been working 
with the human form for 
most of the year. They have 
focused on Face Projects for 
the past few months. This 
Foil Face Project started out 
as a flat piece of foil but by 
burnishing from the back 
and pushing down from 
the front, the children were 
able to make some features 
of the face pop out. Then, 
they colored on the foil 
using permanent markers. 
This project is a “shining” 
example of what wonderfully 
creative imaginations 
students possess.

Artists in 5th grade at Parkside and Pennell 
learned about the art of the Mexican festival, 
El Dios de los Muertos. They used their math 
knowledge of symmetry and congruency to 
help create their cut paper collage calaveras, or 
sugar skulls.

Art created by (Clockwise): Isaiah (Pennell), Antonio 
(Pennell), Matt M. (Coebourn), Andrew K. (Parkside), 
Alison R. (Aston), Sarah L. (Parkside)

Sun Valley Theater Hits the 
Mark with The Music Man

Sun Valley High School’s production of this 
timeless Broadway classic did justice to not 
only the comedic timing, but to the luscious 
score, a capella numbers and large dance scenes 
that fill the show.  From the richly conceived 
costumes to the precision of the quartet, to the 
professionally choreographed and executed 
dance, The Music Man at Sun Valley was an 
impressive effort. 

Director Liz Hazlett, Northley Middle School 
choral director, had the opportunity to teach 
many in the cast over the years and knew she 
had a well of talent to tap. Combining that 
talent from 6–12th grade helped her create a 
cast of nearly 90 who bring the richly-layered 
story of Americana to life. 

“The story does not just hinge on one or two 
leading actors to make it work—you need 
excellent musicians to handle the complexity of 
the music (specifically the barbershop quartet), 
a large group of talented young men and 
technically strong dancers. It just doesn’t work 
otherwise,” explains Hazlett. 

“With the unique opportunity to incorporate 
younger cast members, which is also an integral 
component to this show, I knew that we had 
the perfect combination of talented students to 
bring this story to life,” Hazlett said.

And talent was in abundance. Seniors Lauren 
Longhi and Michael Mann, both experienced 
performers in their own right, took on Marian 
the Librarian and Marcellus Washburn with 
poise and excellent vocals.   

For Longhi, closing her senior year with this 
monumental role was gratifying.

Continued on page 16

The comedic genius of 
Meredith Wilson’s The 
Music Man is in every line 
of the Broadway script.  
From songs like Harold 
Hill’s “Ya Got Trouble” to 
quick-hitting “phraseology” 
in every scene, the actors 
portraying the inhabitants 
of fictional River City, Iowa 
demand comic timing and 
a grasp of middle-America 
circa 1912.  



Spring Concerts & Art Shows

Come check out the newly remodeled pool 
at Northley Middle School! Renovations 
included a new spectator seating area, new 
lighting, new heating and ventilation, new 
tiling, remodeled bathrooms and locker rooms 
and a new stainless steel gutter system. A 
large activity room off of the pool was added 
to create a space to host private parties. The 
new entrance is located at the left front corner 
of Northley Middle School. Information on 
open swim, swim lessons and private parties 
can be found on the pool’s website.

Remodeled Pool at Northley 
Now Open

Penn-Delco School District
2821 Concord Road, 

Aston, PA 
610-497-6300 
www.pdsd.org

NMS Spring Band Concert
March 17, 7 p.m.

NMS Spring Choral Concert
March 26, 7 p.m.

SVHS Spring Band Concert
April 16, 7 p.m. 

SVHS Spring Choral Concert
April 23, 7 p.m.

Arts Festival & Chorus Concert, 7 p.m.
May 5: Aston

May 7: Coebourn 
May 12: Parkside
May 14: Pennell

PDSD “B” Band Concert
May 19, 7 p.m.

PDSD “A” Band Concert
May 21, 7 p.m.

NMS Steel & Band Pops Concert
June 3, 7 p.m. 

NMS Choral Pops Concert
June 4, 7 p.m.

Pennell students and staff were treated 
to something extra special during lunch 
yesterday!  Professional Chef Bill McLean 
visited Pennell as a guest chef and prepared 
Fresh Stir Fry Chicken with Vegetables 
and Rice Pilaf.  The delicious stir fry was 
offered as a meal option for students or they 
could try a sample. Many of the students 
enjoyed the sample and trying something 
new!  This exciting lunchtime treat was part 
of Chefs Schools, an outreach program with 
our food service provider, Chartwells.

Professional Chef ‘Stir-Fries 
it Up’ at Pennell

“This role has changed me as a performer by 
enabling me to be more comfortable putting 
emotion into these songs that I sing,” she 
says.  “Being a leading lady is a whole new 
atmosphere for me. It takes a lot of dedication 
to take on a lead role.”

That dedication was evident in all the cast, 
especially in Michael Mann, who sang, danced 
and played the perfect comedic compliment to 
Harold Hill. Wonderful to watch, he relished in 
the chance to end his career at Sun Valley with 
a large and talented cast.

“This year is truly an exciting year to be 
performing because not only is it my last 
musical at Sun Valley, but it is also my first 
musical performance during my years of high 
school with a live orchestra,” Mann said.  

“Working with this cast has been great,” he 
said, “as I have seen many people who have a 
strong passion about performing, and it is great 
to see that the fine arts are still alive through 
the generations.”

The cast was filled with a range of ages and 
talents. Freshman Gianni Palmarini takes on 
the monumental role of traveling salesman 
Harold Hill who attempts to swindle the little 
town of their faith and money by selling them 
band instruments and music training – getting 
on the next train before they discover the ruse. 

An experienced actor in local stage and 
middle school, this role was a particular 
challenge.

“The role of Harold Hill is a true acting 
role,” said Palmarini. “You have to be 
slick enough to convince the audience that 
you are a swindler but likeable enough to 
get them to root for you at the end. As a 
character he’s been the most challenging 
role I’ve ever done. And having great 
performers around me only made it 
easier.”

Great performers filled this show. From 
Sydney Lamoureux’s hysterical portrayal 
of the mayor’s wife Eulalie to the young 
energy and talent on display from 
middle school students Tommy Cristaldi 
and Dominic Marano, this memorable 
production of The Music Man was an 
impressively solid and entertaining 
production from start to finish. ■  

Music Man continued from page 15


